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feelings about the parties had not changed; there must be some
other alternative than a double recourse to Hitler and the evils
of party government. He would agree that Schleicher must go
for clearly he was striking at all the foundations of the state, but
he was not prepared to admit that the only alternative was Hitler.
Were there no Prussians in Germany?
The conspirators,, who knew that only through Hitler could their
position be saved, were considerably taken aback for they had
not yet secured Hitler's adherence to the plan they suggested.
They dared not risk a mistake now. Once again Papen got in
touch with the Leader. But they need not have worried overmuch;
Schleicher was rushing to his own destruction.
His interview with the President convinced the latter that
the Schleicher policy had failed. The general went to it with
considerable misgivings, realizing clearly enough the difficulties
of his situation. He had failed to create a "national" front; his
efforts had met with a serious check in the fall of Strasser. He
had had no time to get the co-operation of the middle-class parties;
all his negotiations were in an extremely tentative stage; he was
at the moment faced ostensibly with universal opposition. In any
endeavour to gain the President's support he would not be able
to deny that, when he got it, he and the President would be
temporarily, at least, against the nation. But if he could paint the
situation black enough the President might see the necessity for
strong action. He took the obvious line; the parties exhausted
and incapable; the country on the verge of civil war; the Red
menace; the National Socialist peril; the fronde of the landed
proprietors; the subvention of anarchy by big business. It was
all true, and it was equally true to add that, in a state of utter
disintegration a strong man who will take a stand will act as a
rallying-point for all those to whom disintegration spells disaster,
and that is the overwhelming majority of the nation. It is not
beyond probability that if the President and Schleicher had been
able to unite, thus giving the general a breathing space to go on
negotiating, then, in spite of all the opposition on the Right, the
general might have been able to rally round him not merely solid
elements of support, but that large mass of the timid, some of

